
800-654-6313
135 Forrest Hills Road 
Dahlonega, GA

www.forresthillsresort.com

Built, owned, and managed by the Kraft Family since 
1977.  Even with so much to see and do sometimes 

guests prefer doing nothing at all and that’s OK too.
In fact, that is why there are two r’s in our name.

GOLD•WINE
WATERFALLS
& MORE In Dahlonega, Dawsonville

& Surrounding Areas

Your Guide To North Georgia’s



DAHLONEGA
Site of 1st Gold Rush in the USA

ConsolidatedGoldMine.com
Underground gold mine tours, pan for gold & gems.

Open Daily – Rain or Shine • 706-864-8473

Dahlonega Gold Museum
Located on the square inside one of Georgia’s oldest standing 

courthouse buildings. Open Daily • 706-864-2257

TRIVIA: The gold on the Atlanta capital building, 
as well as Savannah City Hall, and Price Memorial Hall at 

the University of North Georgia here in 
Dahlonega all came from here.

CrissonGoldMine.com
Pan for gold or gems, wagon ride tours, see a working stamp 

mill. Open Daily – Rain or Shine • 706-864-6363

WINE (& MOONSHINE)
Visit Napa Valley of the South!
With their newly acclaimed AVA wine designation,

 the “Dahlonega Plateau” is making its mark in the wine 
industry with many wineries and tasting rooms.  

DAHLONEGA
n MONTALUCE WINERY – Open daily. Wine hikes
    (weekends) and restaurant. • 706-867-4060
n WOLF MOUNTAIN VINEYARDS – Days vary. • 706-867-9862 
n THREE SISTERS VINEYARDS – Thur-Sun. • 706-865-9463 
n FROGTOWN CELLARS – Daily. • 706-865-0687 
n CAVENDAR CREEK VINEYARDS – Daily. • 706-451-9084 
n KAYA VINEYARD & WINERY – Tues-Sun. • 706-219-3514 
n ACCENT CELLARS FARM WINERY – Daily. • 706-867-0123
n ETOWAH MEADERY – (Wine made from honey) & BREWERY!  
     706-864-6323

NEARBY - WITHIN 30 MINUTES 
OF FORREST HILLS

n DAWSONVILLE MOONSHINE DISTILLERY & 
     NASCAR MUSEUM - Daily. In the moonshine capital of the
     world and home of Bill Elliott • 706-344-1210 or 770-401-1211
n CHATEAU MEICHTRY VINEYARD – (My-tree) Daily. Live
    music on weekends. Talking Rock, GA • 706-502-1608
n FAINTING GOAT VINEYARDS & WINERY – 
     Closed Tues/Wed. Jasper • 706-692-9463
n CARTECAY VINEYARDS – Daily. Ellijay. • 706-698-9463

Hours vary by season. We suggest calling to confirm availability.



WATERFALLS
Immerse yourself in the beauty.

AMICALOLA FALLS STATE PARK 
418 Amicalola Falls State Park Rd.  

Dawsonville • 706-265-8888

n DICKS CREEK FALLS – Dahlonega (cover photo) A local 
favorite.  Short walk - Swim, fish, enjoy. 1933 Dicks Creek Rd.
n CANE CREEK FALLS – 865 Camp Glisson Rd, Dahlonega. 
Closed to the public 5/1 - 8/1. • 706-864-6181
n DESOTO FALLS – 2 mile hike.   Hwy 129/19N Dahlonega
n DUKES CREEK FALLS – 4 mile hike.  1699 Richard Russell 
Pkwy, Helen 
n ANNA RUBY FALLS – 3455 Anna Ruby Falls Rd. Helen

The highest waterfall 
east of the Mississippi 
with 729 feet in 
seven cascades with 
reflection pool at 
the bottom.  The 
Appalachian Trail 
starts here.  425 steps 
will get you to the top 
or feel free to drive if 
you prefer.

n ZIPLINE
n PLAYGROUND
n PICNIC AREA

EDGE OF THE WORLD – GA Hwy 53 Dawsonville - 
Hike, fish, picnic!  From the parking lot go down the stairs 

then left. Go past end of boardwalk to find this.  
ADA compliant boardwalk.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
n CANOE, KAYAK & TUBE RENTALS
Includes shuttle & everything you need. Seasonal.
➢ Appalachian Outfitters 
2084 S. Chestatee St. Dahlonega • 706-864-7117
➢ Chestatee River Adventures 
2718 S. Chestatee St. Dahlonega • 770-540-9950
➢ Ellijay River Outfitters • 706-889-8697

n BIKING & HIKING – BULL MOUNTAIN
Bring your mountain bikes and head to the Jake & Bull 
Mountain Trail System in Dahlonega off Nimblewill Road

n IRON MOUNTAIN - ATV PARK 
Rentals available. + Amphitheater - Dahlonega • 706-216-7275

n MOTORCYCLE ROUTE – GEORGIA’S DRAGON
42 Mile Suches Loop – Start in Dahlonega, take Hwy 60N, 
Right on 180 (Wolfpen Gap Rd), then right on 129/19 back to 
Dahlonega

There are many places to hike in North GA but this 2-mile 
hike is a local favorite, part of the Appalachian Trail, and 
ends with this view! Woody Gap Trailhead, Hwy 60 in 
Suches

n GIBBS GARDENS – A world class 300-acre garden with 
ponds, streams, bridges & cafe. Walk, ride the tram, relax on a 
bench. Open mid February-November 9 am-5 pm. Often closed 
Mon/Tues. 1987 Gibbs Dr. Ballground GA • 770-893-1880

n HIKE TO PREACHERS ROCK



DAHLONEGA & 
DAWSONVILLE

DAHLONEGA (pronounced duh-lon-a-ga)

n HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SQUARE – Shop and Dine 
+ Wine Tasting Rooms
n HISTORIC HOLLY THEATER – Performing arts 
• 706-530-5162
n GHOST TOURS – On the square • 706-482-8795
n DAHLONEGA BUTTERFLY FARM – Solar conservatory 
and gardens – 427 Castleberry Bridge Rd. • 678-665-2263
n NORTH GEORGIA ZOO & PETTING FARM 
2912 Paradise Valley Rd. • 706-348-7279
n CHESTATEE WILDLIFE PRESERVE & ZOO
469 Old Dahlonega Hwy. • 678-300-0019 (by Frogtown Cellars)
n YAHOOLA CREEK PARK – Tennis, baseball, softball, & 
soccer fields plus playgrounds, disc golf, picnic area and splash 
pad for kids.  464 Mechanicsville Rd. • 678-488-1211
n LAKE ZWERNER – Fishing, non-motorized boating, picnic 
area and 1.5 mile nature trail. 
n GOLF – Achasta 706-876-7900 & Chestatee • 706-216-7336

CHRISTMAS IN DAHLONEGA – All of December

DAWSONVILLE

n NORTH GEORGIA PREMIUM OUTLETS – On GA 400. 
Get a free coupon booklet at Forrest Hills Resort
n ATLANTA MOTORSPORTS PARK – Worlds most unique 
Kart track. 20 Duck Thurmond Rd. • 678-381-8527
n CLAY SHOOTING – Etowah Valley Sporting Clays, 619 
Sporting Hill Drive • 706-265-1611 
n CHESTATEE GOLF CLUB – Off GA 400 • 706-216-7336
n REGAL DAWSON 400 CINEMAS • 706-216-1620
n LAKE LANIER – Nix Bridge Park and War Hill Park.  Both 
with boat ramp and picnic area 

REHEARSAL DINNERS & BANQUETS

SCAN CODE FOR MENU!

DINNER - Monday through Saturday

Dine at Forrest Hills Resort
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • 706-867-9427

Choose from romantic, candelit dinners in the
Secret Garden Dining Room

OR family dinner in the Hideaway Room

Packages available with or without lodging.

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11:30AM - 2PM
Featuring the best fried chicken in Georgia and all your 

favorite Southern comfort foods in the Hideway Dining Room.



SURROUNDING AREA
ELLIJAY, GA

Quaint, historic downtown with shops. Enjoy one of many 
apple houses along Hwy 52 for fresh apple cider, fried pies, and 
peaches. HILLCREST ORCHARDS: Pick apples, milk a cow, pig 
races, bakery and more. September/October/November. 9696 
Hwy 52 • 706-273-3838

WHITEWATER RAFTING
Choose from the Olympic Ocoee River in Ducktown, TN or the 
Chattooga River in Clayton, GA where Deliverance was filmed

BABYLAND GENERAL HOSPITAL
Home of Xavier Roberts’ Cabbage Patch Dolls

300 N.O.K Drive, Cleveland, GA • 706-865-2171

HELEN, GA
A Bavarian style village with shops, German restaurants, 

water park, escape room, miniature golf and more.

RICHARD RUSSELL SCENIC BYWAY - 
Blairsville

GA Hwy’s 17/75, 180, 348 and 75 ALT
Brasstown Bald 

Georgia’s highest elevation 4784 feet. On Hwy 180. 
Hike or take shuttle to top. • 706-896-2556

LOCATIONS MENTIONED ABOVE ARE 
20 MINUTES TO 1 HOUR FROM FORREST HILLS RESORT

BLUE RIDGE SCENIC RAILWAY
Enjoy the view on a 4-hour, 26-mile round trip that starts at 
a historic depot built in 1905 and winds along the beautiful 
Toccoa River in vintage, climate-controlled or open-air rail 
cars. 105 Mountain St. Blue Ridge, GA. Advance tickets 
required. • 877-413-8724

HORSEBACK RIDES

For Fun
ON SITE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

With Dahlonega Horse & Carriage Co. at Forrest Hills Resort. 
No experience necessary. Ask about our 
Chuck Wagon Dinners. 706-867-9395

GEM MINING, GIFT SHOP & 
PACKAGE STORE

Local wines, beer, snacks, gifts and more.

OUTDOOR POOL, FIRE PITS & MORE
Pool, fire pits and nature trails for overnight guests only.



For Families & Retreats
From pet friendly cabins to rooms and suites
PRIVATE 8, 12 & 16 ROOM LODGES

7 Meeting Rooms and Restaurant on site. FREE WIFI

Outdoor Hot Tubs, Volleyball Courts and 
Chuck Wagon Dinners

Custom Family Vacations & All-Inclusive
Retreat Packages Available.

NEWLY REMODELED ROOMS & SUITES

For Weddings
TWO WEDDING GARDENS, CHAPEL

TWO RECEPTION VENUES, BRIDAL SUITE

View Packages for 20 - 175 guests online.

forresthillsresort.com



“Krafting A Dream”
A clip from a story on how Forrest Hills began 

written by Kathy Witt for “Points North” magazine.  
Visit the website to read the full article. 

It’s what happens when you put three teenagers on a 140-
acre piece of forestland (with no electricity or running water) 
with a hammer, some bean sprouts and a dream as big as the 
Great Outdoors.

Back in 1977, Forrest Hills Resort in Dahlonega was a 
wilderness without a name in Northeast Georgia. The land had 
been purchased by Frank Kraft who wanted a place where people 
could unwind and forget about the outside world.  That summer, 
he “dropped into the wilds” his 17-year-old son, David, 19-year-
old daughter, Denise and 21-year-old son Stephen. Arriving 
from the Florida flatlands where the family lived, the Kraft 
siblings shared their father’s vision of what could be and had 
more than enough enthusiasm to compensate for the experience 
they lacked.  “I always loved Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett 
movies,” recalls David, who had literally walked across the stage 
at his high school, picked up his diploma and then headed to 
Dahlonega. “I loved the mountain climate and the quiet. I was 
thrilled to be here.”

Denise, likewise had picked up her college diploma, spent 
the next day learning to drive a “stick shift” and followed David 
in the moving van.  “I did not think about how I was going to 
do it,” says Denise. “I just knew that somewhere in time I was 
already there on a farm in the mountains.”  Seven hundred miles 
later, an adventure not unlike those of David’s childhood TV 
heroes would begin.

The house that ‘jack’ built
. . . Meaning, neither of them knew ‘jack’ about building a 

full-scale resort, much less a log cabin. Yet build the cabin they 
did and then followed it up with five others—and all without 
benefit of electricity.  “I came here with the most building 
experience and that was very little,” says David, laughing. 
“My dad had taken an architect’s class and had more practical 
knowledge and he would fly up every couple of weeks and show 
us something.”  The two worked with hand tools and used a clear 
hose filled with water for a level. They hauled their water from 
the creek. Construction plans were sketched on placemats at 
local restaurants during their father’s visits.  They bathed in the 
mountain creek, hand-cranked drinking water from a 110-year-
old, hand-dug well and ate mostly raw food. “We were living the 
life of Davy Crocket,” says Denise. “I wouldn’t do it again, but it 
was such a wonderful old west way of living.”

Hard-knocks meets can-do
Denise and David, and their younger sister, Michele, 

agree that everything they learned about running a premiere 
resort came jointly from the heart and the school of hard 
knocks.  Over the years, guest input has provided valuable. “If 
it wasn’t immoral, illegal or life-threatening, their wish was our 
command,” says Denise. “After three times of hearing the same 
suggestion, we made it happen.  “If we could conceive it, we 
could achieve it.”

Visit forresthillsresort.com to read the full article.

800-654-6313
Over 30 custom package options to enhance your stay.

Perfect for any special occasion.

You can ELOPE OR RENEW YOUR VOWS too!

forresthillsresort.com

For Romance
RELAX IN A PRIVATE CABIN 
W/HOT TUB & FIREPLACE!

Kitchenette, covered porch with swing, king bed & more.
Arrive Sunday depart Friday for best rate.

CARRIAGE RIDES, MASSAGE & MORE ON SITE

Choose from Cupid’s Hideout (above)
or Countryside Deluxe (below)
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